
Grace! and Peace! to you Friends, 

I pray that these May 2022 materials come to you as a 
word of encouragement—no matter where you are and 
what you are facing. In the haverim community, we are 
rejoicing in the Lord's Passover by counting the days 
and weeks until Pentecost while pondering the 
implications of Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection. And 
we are digging deep into the subject of a believer's call 
to lament and intercession. 

Rejoicing in our New Exodus 

We had over 140 registrations for our online passover 
presentations. Here is some of the encouraging feedback. 

“Wonderful. Loved the link between bitter taste of life 
and the sweet presence of God coming down into it.” 

“Thanks James for this excellent seminar! So love the 
strong testament connections. Feel encouraged to be 
more creative next time I'm involved in doing a Seder.” 

Haverim members Melissa and Tracy participated by 
hosting a young adult group. They sent me the above 
picture from their event. Wow, that is inspiring! 

Intentionally Numbering the Days 

Passover (Pesach) inaugurates a counting of seven 
weeks culminating with the feast of Pentecost 
(Shavuot) on the fiftieth day. There are tremendous 
faith lessons in this divinely designed calendar rhythm. 

‣ Salvation describes both your first encounter with 
the Father and his ongoing activity in your life. We 

are saved and being saved. 

‣ Discipleship is an intentional journey of yielding to 
and cooperating with his holy presence. Salvation is a 
gift and a process of growing in that gift. 

‣ The coming of the Holy Spirit to reproduce a Jesus-
style life in you is the ultimate goal of the cross. He 

delivers us from captivity and empowers us to live 
free by obeying the Torah (law) of Jesus. 

Another way to picture this is to note that the biblical 
month hosting Passover is the start of the new year (Ex 
12:1-2). It is a call to begin again, again! I see the wisdom 
of intentionally presenting myself before our Father 
each day during this period as firstfruits evidence of his 
harvest and evidence of my acceptance (Lev 23:9-11). 

There is much to learn from numbering the days between 
the festivals as an opportunity to get back to basics. We 
are doing just that together at haverimcommunity.org. 

Pondering Jesus' Crucifixion and Resurrection 

“Here is what needs to be clearly understood. The God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is not like a pagan deity. 
The idea that he is wrathful and vengeful and in some 
way has to be appeased is foreign to the New Testament, 
indeed to all of sacred Scripture.” 

“Atonement, biblically speaking, is not something to 
change God. The focus of atonement is something God 
has done to bring about change in you.” 

These are 
quotes from 
Dwight Pryor’s 
Resurrection  
and the Last 
Adam. As our times grow darker and more confused, 
his prophetic insight brings clarity and needed light to 
kingdom people everywhere. You can read this dynamic 
series at jcstudies.com/blog. 

God's Desire for a Vigorous Dialogue Partner 

Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart 
before him; God is a refuge for us. Selah - Psalm 62:8 

In our current audio series, Richard Middleton explores 
how the Bible urges us to talk openly and honestly with 
God about everything, often contrasting what’s been 
taught and modeled in our church experiences. One 
haverim partner wrote, “Listened to the new teaching 
via Spotify today. So glad you put that one out […]  
very helpful while mourning the loss of my wife's Dad.” 

We will dig deeper into the subject at our next Fourth 
Friday Fellowship on May 27th. I hope you can join us. 

A supporter recently called and probed further when I 
deflected his question, “Did JC Studies’ giving take a 
beating during Covid?” When I told him, “Yes, but hasn’t 
every ministry?” he said, “I’m asking about this one.” He 
donated generously and said, “Haverim care and want 
to know your needs.” Thank you Michael, I needed that.
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In contrast to the unquestioning posture of submission, which       
I learned as my spirituality in the church, the Hebrew Bible 
(carried over into the New Testament) assumes a stance of 

honesty and boldness to our God as the way we ought to go.  
That may border on vigorous protest because the God of the  
Bible wants a dialogue partner with chutzpah (fearlessness).     

The value of lament with its boldness, even its resistance to God 
is not an alternative to submission, but an addition to submission. 
We cannot fully learn God's love without personal engagement, 
without calling on God, without asking God for help, both for 

ourselves and on behalf of others. - Richard Middleton

Pentecost (Shavuot): June 5
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4 min 2 sec reading time 

Jesus taught that the precepts of the Torah are encapsulated 
in the two commandments, love for God and love for 
neighbor (Mt 22:36-39). “On these two great commandments,” 
he said, “depend all the Law and the Prophets” (v. 40). His 
apostles faithfully communicated the same message in their 
inspired writings (Ro 13:9-10; Gal 5:14; Jas 2:8; 1 Jn 4:20-21).

This summary of God's commandments 
was among the least controversial of 
Jesus' teachings. 

One scribe who heard it heartily agreed (Mk 12:28-34). 
Moreover, Luke mentions a Torah expert who endorsed it 
(Lk 10:25-28), indicating that it was a familiar formulation. 
As further evidence, the great commandments are juxtaposed 
in the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, a Jewish work of 
the Second Temple period (T. Issachar 5:2; 7:6; T. Dan 5:3).

Although pairing the love commandments was not unique to 
Jesus, the way he elevated and applied them was distinctive. 
His story of three men, a parable he told the Torah expert in 
Luke 10:30-37, is a good example. This parable powerfully 
illustrates his teaching on the relative importance of the 
commandment to “love your neighbor as yourself” (Lev 19:18).

Jesus tells of a man who, assaulted and robbed, now lies 
half-dead on the road between Jerusalem and the priestly 
suburb of Jericho (v. 30). A priest walking by sees the man 
and has a decision to make. If he checks and the victim turns 
out to be dead, he would be violating the commandment 
forbidding priests from having contact with the corpse of 
any person who is not a close relative (Lev 21:1-4).

So the priest decides not to risk breaking 

this commandment and gives the 
suffering man a wide berth (v. 31). 

Later a Levite comes down the same road and sees the man. 
For the Levite, there presumably was less at stake in coming 
in contact with a dead body. If he checks and the man turns 
out to be dead, he would contract a temporary ritual impurity 
and would not be allowed to serve at the Temple for seven 
days (Nu 19:11-13). The Levite also decides to avoid the 
possibility of corpse defilement. He walks by the man on the 
other side of the road (v. 32).

Finally, a third traveler comes along, a Samaritan who stops 
to check on the victim. Finding the man alive, he overflows 
with compassion evidenced by his actions. He immediately 
treats his wounds, uses his animal to transport him to an inn, 
and cares for him overnight. But wait, there’s more. The 
following day he leaves the innkeeper money, his pledge, 
and a charge to continue providing for his care.

The Torah expert agreed with Jesus that the Samaritan had 
made the best choice by treating the assault victim as his 
neighbor (vv. 33-37).

Jesus carefully constructed the parable to create a hypothetical 
situation where two commandments were in conflict. Situations 
of this type were frequently discussed by Jewish sages of his 
day. When faced with such a dilemma, one has to decide 

which commandment takes precedence. The parable, 
appealing to mercy and compassion, makes a persuasive 
case that the love commandment of Lev 19:18 should carry 
more weight than the stipulation for priests in Lev 21:1-4.

To make his point, Jesus could have had the third person in 
his parable be any layperson who was obedient to the Torah. 
However, having a Samaritan play this role added a twist to 
the story. Samaritans, who did not recognize the authority of 
the Jerusalem Temple, were deemed to have an inferior 
understanding of the Torah. But in the parable, the 
Samaritan’s obedience surpassed that of the other men.

The parable should not be taken as a condemnation of 
priests and Levites or a rejection of the rules in Leviticus 
about ritual impurity. One could argue that following the 
Samaritan’s example by saving the lives of people in danger 
would decrease the amount of ritual impurity in the world.(1) 

The point Jesus is driving home is              
the overriding priority of the love 

commandments. 

We do not know what the majority of first-century priests 
and Levites would have done in the situation described in 
the parable. For instance, the obligation to give every 
deceased person a prompt burial, based on Dt 21:23, could 
have influenced their thinking. This responsibility was taken 
very seriously, as illustrated by the book of Tobit, in which 
the title character is diligent to bury abandoned corpses (Tob 
1:17-19; 2:3-9; 12:12-13). A priest or Levite who deemed Dt 
21:23 to outweigh Lev 21:1-4 would have checked on the 
man beside the road.

We do know about a relevant decision made by later rabbis. 
The Mishnah, the written compilation of Jewish oral law 
dating from around 200 AD, proposes another hypothetical 
situation in Nazir 7:1. In this scenario, a priest and a Nazirite 
come upon a dead body. (Nazirites, during the time of their 
vows, were also forbidden to go near a corpse—Nu 6:6.) The 
rabbis agreed that one of the two should bury the body, and 
they discussed the question of which one should do it. For 
them, the obligation to bury the dead clearly took precedence.

It is worthwhile to compare Nazir 7:1 and Luke 10. The 
rabbis in the Mishnah ruled that burying the dead had more 
urgency than the instructions for priests and Nazirites. In 
Jesus’ parable, the obvious implication is that the love 
commandments have the highest priority of all.(2)

In his life and death, King Jesus 
demonstrates the overflowing love he 

advocates. Now, as his loyal subjects, our 
calling is to “go and do likewise” (Lk 10:37). 

(1) See the discussion by Matthew Thiessen in Jesus and the Forces 
of Death: The Gospels’ Portrayal of Ritual Impurity Within First-
Century Judaism, Baker Academic, 2020, pp. 113-119.

(2) New Testament scholar Richard Bauckham believes that Jesus 
was unique in the emphasis he placed on the love commandments. 
See “The Scrupulous Priest and Good Samaritan: Jesus’ Parabolic 
Interpretation of the Law of Moses,” New Testament Studies 44 
(1998), 475-489.

The Samaritan's Rule of Love  by Doug Ward, JC Studies


