
Shalom Haverim (intimate friends of Jesus), 

Be encouraged, my friends, we are kingdom citizens, 
and kingdom outbreakings are happening worldwide. 

Therefore we are a part of renewal in our generation. 
Let us walk in the greater reality of God's righteousness, 
as explained by Dwight in the above quote. 

Here is a profound truth nourished by biblical roots. 
Coming to Jesus afresh is a work of the Spirit revealing 
the heart of our Father. And so we pray with Paul from 
Ephesians that the Father of glory—the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and our Lord, Jesus the 
Messiah—may continue giving us the Spirit of wisdom 
and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. Hallelujah! 

The Power of Paul in his Jewish Context 

We are all stewards of God's Gospel in our generation. 
With your help, JC Studies specifically stewards God's 
Gospel, articulated profoundly in its Hebraic context by 
Dwight Pryor. I have witnessed the kingdom impact of 
his teaching in the hearts and ministries of myself and 
you, fellow haverim. 

Dwight’s Romans series is a needed contribution to 
help disciples understand the continuity of Paul with 
his Lord, Messiah Jesus. Learning to hear Romans 
through Paul’s eyes has a positive impact on reading all 
of his letters. It is our gift for such a time as this. 

The plan is to release one a month, every 3 or 4 
months, with breaks in between to highlight the work 
of other teachers. There are 20 episodes in this audio 
commentary. In case you’re just tuning in, here are the 
previous episodes, all available for streaming online at 
JC Studies and on Spotify. 

01 Introduction to Romans and Paul 

02 The Gospel of God 

03 Exploring Paul's Hebraic Worldview and Approach 

04 Reading Romans Faithfully: Critical Issues 

The Power of a Life Well Lived 

I was introduced to Michael Heiser by longtime haverim 
Brent Emory. Mike joined us in Dayton as our featured 
scholar in April of 2019 for a lecture series hosting over 
400 people. On February 20, 2023, Mike (60 yrs.) died 
at home after a valiant battle with pancreatic cancer. In 
his honor, the excellent teaching he did for us is posted 
on the same page as March’s monthly materials. I find 

his book, The Unseen Realm, a must-read for maturing 
disciples. We remember you for blessing, dear brother. 

The Power of Jesus in his Jewish Context 

Though I benefit from good teaching in this field, I keep 
coming back to Dwight's prophetic ability to identify 
and apply what is essential for living faithfully. "When 
we take the life of Jesus seriously, we will take our own 
life seriously. We are empowered to respond to his call 
to be his disciple, 'Walk after me!'" I am blessed to be 

leading forty people through his Behold the Man! 
curriculum as a countdown to Passover. Your giving 
helped fund several scholarships. Thank you. 

Western and Jewish calendars use the sun and moon 
cycles to calibrate months and days differently. That 
means biblical feast days seldom align between the two. 
This year a very rare and significant intersection occurs. 
Passover begins on April 6 while Good Friday is April 7, 
followed by Resurrection Sunday. Join our Testament 
connecting festival activities at jcstudies.com/passover. 

News You Can Use 

The Feast of Esther (Purim, March 7) serves to remind 
the faithful of the ongoing need to be vigilant against 
anti-semitism. Our friend Robin Lane of CFI-UK made 
an important video about holocaust denial on YouTube. 

We are deep diving into the prayer Jesus gave us. 
Enjoy these written installments here on our blog. 

I asked haverim member Aaron, a missionary and 
Asbury College graduate, to share a bit about his   
first-hand experience with the kingdom outbreaking   
at Asbury. You can read his encouraging reflections on 
our monthly materials page. 

This month we welcome new Haverim: Beth, Eric, Clarissa, 
Christopher, Aaron, Rachael, Douglas, Tony, Seth, Maui, JT, 

Zelda, Brandy, Teresa, and Robert. And a special welcome to 
our new Haverim supporters: Gary, Vicki, and Kim. Together 

we are walking on an ancient path, a Hebraic way of honoring 
our Spirit-gifted rabbi (teacher) Dwight Pryor—who opens 

sacred Scripture so we can know God better. Thanks to 
faithful haverim like you, his legacy continues to reach out and 

make new haverim (intimate friends of Jesus). Immanuel!
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When Jesus says his disciple’s view of righteousness must 
exceed that of the Pharisees, he was teaching us to have a 

very expansive view of God's righteousness. It speaks of his 
saving activity in the earth. The righteousness of God is parallel 

to the salvation of God. It is his saving power manifest in 
deeds, in actions. “Sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted; 

the horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” The 
righteousness of God is revealed in acts that restore people to 
right standing with him; deeds that save, deliver and renew 
his people. Paul's Jewish covenantal or relational model of 

righteousness is very important to get straight in your mind 
and will help you hear Romans the way he intended.

Stream or download the audio for March at jcstudies.com/haverim
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The biblical prophets corrected the people of Israel and 
warned of coming divine judgment. They also brought a 
message of hope, revealing that after judgment and exile 
would come a time of renewal and restoration. God would 
lead the scattered tribes of Israel on a new Exodus back to a 
bounteous Promised Land, where he would renew his 
covenant with them and place over them a righteous king, 
the Messiah (Jer 30-31; Eze 36-37).

Jewish hopes for this restoration were high when Jesus 
arrived (Lk 2:25-26,36-38), and there was great excitement 
as his words and actions pointed to his messianic identity 
(Lk 9:18-20; 19:28-40). There was also disappointment 
when Jesus made no move to overthrow Roman rule (Lk 
7:18-23). Instead, he spoke of being killed and then raised 
from the dead in Jerusalem, a saying that puzzled and 
dismayed his disciples (Mk 8:31-33).

As it turned out, it was the death and 

resurrection of Jesus that would inaugurate 
the much-anticipated new Exodus. 

We receive a hint of this in Luke 9:31 when we are told that 
at Jesus’ Transfiguration, Moses and Elijah spoke of his 
departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 
The Greek word for “departure” is exodos, which can refer 
both to one’s departure in death (2 Pe 1:15) and Israel’s 
Exodus (Heb 11:22).

It is fitting that this new Exodus would begin with a special 
Passover celebration, and Jesus’ Last Supper with his 
disciples was just such a celebration (Lk 22:7-15). At this 
momentous meal, he explained the meaning of the Exodus 
on which he would be leading them. The different parts of 
the Passover celebration helped communicate his message.

Like the first Passover in Egypt, a first-century Passover in 
Jerusalem included a roasted, unblemished lamb, unleavened 
bread, and bitter herbs (Ex 12:5-8). In first-century Jerusalem, 
though, the lambs were slaughtered by priests rather than by 
family groups. Significantly, the priests prepared a lamb for 
roasting by using two skewers of wood. One was driven 
through the lamb’s shoulders, and the other went from its 
mouth to its buttocks. The two skewers were at right angles, 
forming a cross that created a picture of the lamb being 
crucified.(1)

This custom reinforced the idea that     

the Passover lamb was a type of Jesus          
(1 Co 5:7). 

There are references to other first-century Passover customs 
in the Gospel accounts of the Last Supper. In particular, a 
Passover celebration included four cups of wine (m. 
Pesachim 10), and two cups of wine are mentioned in Luke 
22:17-20. The third cup is known traditionally as the cup of 
blessing, and this may be the cup that Jesus associates with 
his shed blood and the New Covenant (Lk 22:20; Mt 
26:27-28). Notice that Paul speaks of the cup of blessing in 
connection with this cup in 1 Corinthians 10:16.

The Passover liturgy also included the singing of psalms (Mt 
26:30; Mk 14:26), specifically Psalms 113-118. These 
psalms contain much that had special significance at the Last 
Supper. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints, Psalm 116:15 states. Psalm 118:22-23 adds, The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 
This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.

During the original Exodus, God sustained the Israelites with 
manna, an amazing food that came to be known as the bread 
of angels (Ps 78:25). Manna was a sign of God’s faithfulness 
and a foretaste of the blessings of the Promised Land.

In the first century, it was widely believed 

that the Messiah, a prophet like Moses  
(Dt 18:15-18), would again bring manna 

from heaven. 

Teaching at the synagogue in Capernaum a year before the 
Last Supper, Jesus stated that he himself was the true bread 
from heaven, and those who placed their trust in him would 
receive eternal life (Jn 6:35-59). At the Last Supper, he 
added that the bread of the Passover meal represented his 
body that would be broken for them (Lk 22:19; 1 Co 11:24). 
His sacrificial death would make possible the eternal life of 
his disciples.

Another kind of bread associated with the Exodus was the 
bread of the presence (Ex 25:23-30; Lev 24:5-9). In Israel’s 
tabernacle and temple, this bread was set out before God 
each week in twelve cakes (one for each tribe of Israel) on a 
special gold-plated table that also held vessels for incense 
and wine. The bread, an offering from the people, was 
offered by the high priest and eaten by the priests.

The bread of the presence was a 

reminder of God’s covenant with Israel. 

It recalled the special meal held in God’s presence when the 
covenant was confirmed at Mount Sinai (Ex 24:9-11). It 
symbolized the fact that God was present with his people 
continually. During the pilgrim festivals at Jerusalem in the 
first century, priests would bring the golden table out from 
the Temple’s Holy Place, show it to the people, and say, 
“Behold, God’s love for you” (b. Menachot 29A).

The bread of the presence also pointed ahead to the Last 
Supper, at which Jesus confirmed the New Covenant with 
his disciples (Lk 22:20). Jesus is always present with those 
who follow him in the new Exodus (Mt 28:20; Heb 13:5).

Christians commemorate the Last Supper by celebrating the 
Lord’s Supper. Having been liberated from sin and death by 
the sacrifice of our Passover Lamb, we confirm our covenant 
commitment and continue on the new Exodus, sustained by 
the manna of the Bread of Life and guided by his presence 
with us and in us.

(1) See Brant Pitre, Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist, 
Doubleday, 2011, pp. 63-64. In the second century, Justin Martyr 
mentions this practice in Dialogue with Trypho, chapter 40.

The Last Supper: Passover for a New Exodus  by Doug Ward, JC Studies


